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Borough  health  office, 

5,  MARTIN  STREET, 

STAFFORD. 
JUNE,  1956. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Borough  of  Stafford  for  the  year  1955.  For  most  of  the  year  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  Dr.  H.  B.  Binks.  As  I  took  up  my  duties 
on  the  15th  December,  and  consequently  am  not  conversant  with  the 
work  during  the  year,  the  report  will  be  largely  facts  and  figures,  and 
more  brief  than  usual. 

I  feel  sure  you  would  like  me  to  refer  to  the  retirement  of  Dr. 
Binks  and  place  on  record  the  very  high  esteem  which  all  those  who  were 
associated  with  him,  held  for  him.  During  his  twenty  years  with  the 
Borough  of  Stafford,  he  saw  many  changes,  and  he  brought  to  his  work 
an  eminent  knowledge  of  Public  Health  in  all  its  spheres.  He  was  a 
man  of  undue  modesty  with  a  pleasing  personality  and  always  demanded 
a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  It  is  hoped  that  his  retirement  will  bring  to 
him  all  the  comforts  and  pleasures  that  he  has  been  longing  for.  May 
he  long  tread  the  green  sward,  endeavouring  to  tame  and  control  that 
“little  white  ball.” 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  p^opulation  of  the 
Borough  of  Stafford  is  41,220,  this  is  some  280  higher  than  last  year. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  given  as  11,786  which  represents 
3.5  persons  per  house  —  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  in  1951  was 
3-2 

There  were  627  births  during  the  year  and  522  deaths.  This 
gives  a  natural  increase^  in  the  population  of  105.  Stafford,  being  a 
prosperous  and  expanding  industrial  area,  also  increases  its  population  by 
an  influx  from  outside. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  15.21  per  thousand  population  represents  a 
drop  from  last  year  and  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1937-  The  total 
number  of  births  is  47  less  than  last  year.  One  now  begins  to  wonder 
just  how  low  the  rate  will  fall. 

Probably  one  of  the  biggest  factors  responsible  for  this  falling 
birth  rate  is  the  more  wide-spread  knowledge  of  family  planning.  Parents 
endeavour,  chiefly  through  economic  necessity,  to  limit  their  family  so 
that  every  child  shall  have  the  maximum  opportunity  for  health  and 
happiness.  The  family  can  plan  its  future  so  that  each  member  will 
enjoy  the  greatest  possible  mental  and  physical  benefit,  and  the  maximum 
opportunity  for  survival.  This  subject  of  family  planning  is  fraught  with 
religious  and  ethical  implications  and  will  now  be  smartly  dropped. 


Some  other  factors  on  which  the  birth  rate  depends  are: —  The 
proportion  of  women  who  do  in  fact  marry;  the  desire  of  married 
couples  to  have  children;  the  ability  of  married  couples  to  have  children, 
and  the  number  of  women  who  can  marry  (i.e.  find  a  mate  in  a  mono¬ 
gamous  society  in  which  there  are  more  women  than  men). 

During  the  year  there  were  522  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  12.66 
per  1,000  population.  The  causes  of  death  are  given  on  page  31,  and 
the  commonest  causes  on  page  6.  It  is  worth  noting  that  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  continued  on  their  downward  trend  while  on  the  other 
hand  those  from  Cancer  of  the  lung  are  steadily  increasing.  The  rela¬ 
tionship  of  smoking  to  cancer  of  the  lung  is  well-known  these  days  by 
the  general  public,  but  let  it  be  emphasised  that  it  is  not  the  sole  cause 
of  cancer  of  the  lung  since  it  does  occur  in  non-smokers.  In  Stafford  over 
the  last  five  years,  it  is  significant  to  point  out  that  58  males  died  of 
cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  whereas  there  were  only  6  female 
deaths  —  a  proportion  of  nearly  10-  i.  Non-smokers  may  regard  this 
as  significant,  assuming  that  men  are,  as  a  rule,  heavier  smokers  than 
women.  It  is  felt  that  we  don’t  know  the  complete  story  here. 

The  commonest  cause  of  death  —  heart  diseases  and  diseases 
of  the  circulatory  system,  undoubtedly  comprises  most  of  those  in  the 
elderly  age  group.  These  were,  at  any  rate,  nearing  the  eve  of  their 
long,  and  it  is  hoped,  full  lives,  and  who  died  of  what  might  be  more 
commonly  termed  “wear  and  tear,”  for  which  in  the  human  body  there 
is,  as  yet,  no  system  of  replacement. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  33.3  per  1,000  live  births  is  a  little 
higher  than  last  year.  During  the  year,  20  children  died  under  the  age 
of  one  year  and  of  these  14  were  under  one  month.  An  analysis  of  the 
causes  of  death  shows  that  of  those  who^  died  under  one  month,  prema¬ 
turity  and  congenital  deformity  were  the  chief  offenders.  It  is  not 
possible  to  site  a  specific  cause  of  prematurity  but  it  is  known  that  an 
adequate  diet  and  regular  ante-natal  supervision  is  of  benefit. 

During  the  year,  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
was  higher  than  recorded  in  the  previous  year.  Measles  was  responsible 
for  the  bulk  of  the  cases,  and  again  showed  its  typical  regular  appearance 
every  second  year.  Fifty-nine  per  cent  of  the  infectious  diseases  occurred 
in  children  between  one  and  five  years,  while  thirty-four  per  cent  were  in 
children  from  five  to  fifteen.  The  commonest  notifiable  disease  in  adults 
was  tuberculosis  where  there  were  three  deaths. 

Much  interesting  information  can  be  found  in  the  body  of  the 
report  and  attention  is  particularly  directed  toi  the  section  on  “Housing” 
and  “Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.” 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


D.  H.  McFarland. 


REPORT 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 


General  Statistics 


Area  of  Borough  ...  ...  ... 

5,089  acres 

Registrar  -  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid-1955  . 

41,220 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955) 

according  to  Rate  Books  . 

11,786 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1955)  . 

^275, 05 1 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1954-55) 

/l,IOI 

The  total  of  1 1,786  inhabited  houses  is  made  up  as 
follows: — 

Houses 

11,370 

Licensed  Houses  ...  . 

88 

Farm  Houses  ...  ...  ...  . 

15 

Shops  with  living  accommodation . 

313 

Social  Conditions 

The  following  survey  of  the  Social  Conditions  existing  in 
Stafford,  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange. 

Approximate  numbers  employed  in  the  principal  industries  and 


services  in  Stafford  are  as  follows: — 
Industry 

Engineering  (all  types) 

Shoe  Manufacture 
Local  Government  Service  (includ¬ 
ing  Education) 

Distributive  Trades  ... 

Abrasives  and  Cast  Concrete  Products 
Transport  and  Communications 
Building  and  Civil  Engineering 
Agriculture  and  Forestry 
Salt  Production  ... 

Gas  .and  Electricity  Supply  ... 
Sawmilling  and  Machine  Wood¬ 
working  ... 

Printing 

Chemical  and  Oil  Products  ... 

Wood  Heel  and  Last  Manufacture  ... 


Males 

Females 

Total 

8,650 

1,950 

10,600 

900 

1,000 

1,900 

1,950 

1,600 

3^550 

1,000 

1,130 

2,130 

1,300 

420 

1,720 

1,230 

130 

1,360 

1,160 

30 

1,190 

1,450 

180 

1,630 

330 

60 

390 

310 

20 

330 

200 

50 

250 

1 10 

40 

150 

190 

60 

250 

90 

40 

130 

5 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate .  310 

290 

600 

Illegitimate  ...  .  9 

18 

27 

Totals  319 

308 

627 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population:  i 

5.21. 

Births:  Male  ii.  Female  6 

Rate  per  1,000  population:  0.41 

Total  17 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

26.43 

Deaths:  Male  279  Female  243  Total  522 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population:  12.66 
Deaths  of  infants  (under  one  year  of  age): — 

All  Infants  20  (Legitimate  20  -  Illegitimate  o) 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  3i-95 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  .  33.3 

Deaths  of  infants  (under  4  weeks  of  age): — 

All  Infants  14  (Legitimate  14  -  Illegitimate  o) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  22.36 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  Birth  Rate  of  15.21  compares  with  that  of  15.0  for  England 
and  Wales.  Of  the  627  births,  27  were  illegitimate — 9  males,  18  females. 

Deaths 

The  Death  Rate  of  12.66  compares  with  11.7  for  the  country  as 
a  whole.  There  were  522  deaths  —  279  males  and  243  females. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

The  principal  causes  of  deaths,  together  with  the  percentages  of 
total  deaths,  are  given  as  follows: — 

Heart  Disease  and  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

system  .  57-9% 

Cancer  .  14.14% 

Respiratory  Diseases 

(Influenza,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  etc.)  ,,,  7.66% 


0 


Infant  Mortality 

The  rate  for  19^5  is  33.3  per  1,000  live  births.  The  following 
shows  the  causes  of  death  of  babies  under  i  year  of  age. 


Under  i  month 

Prematurity  . 7 

Pneumonia  and  broncho-pneumonia  ...v..  i 

Congenital  Deformity  . 4 

Atelectasis  . ./ .  i 

Asphyxia  (Neonatorum)  .  i 

I  —  12  months 

Congenital  Deformity  .  2 

Septicaemia  .  i 

Asphyxia  (Misadventure)  . 1...  i 

Bronchitis  .  i 

Pneumonia  . .  i 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

The  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible,  under  Part  III  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  for; — 

(21)  The  provision,  equipping  and  maintenance  of  Health 
Centres. 

(22)  The  making  of  arrangements  for  the  care  of  mothers 
and  young  children. 

(23)  Midwifery. 

(24)  Health  Visiting. 

(25)  Home  Nursing. 

(26)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(27)  Ambulance  Services. 

(28)  Prevention  of  illness  —  care  and  after  care. 

(29)  Domestic  Help. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  has  delegated  day  to  day  duties  to 
Area  Committees  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 
There  are  nine  such,  and  Stafford  Borough  is  included  in  No.  3.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  tO‘  serve  on  the  Committee  are  as  follows; — 

Representatives  appointed  by  County  Health  Committee  4 

Representatives  appointed  by  Councils  of  County  Districts  — 
Stafford  Borough  4.  Stafford  R.D.  2.  Stone  U.D.  i. 
Stone  R.D.  2. 

Executive  Council  Representative  i. 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Representative  i. 

An  Executive  Council,  constituted  for  the  area  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  administers  for  General  Medical,  Dental,  Pharma¬ 
ceutical  and  supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  50. 

Burial  of  Destitute  Persons. 

Under  the  above  Act  the  bodies  of  two  destitute  persons  were 
buried  by  the  Council. 

Social  Services 

The  Stafford  Council  of  Social  Service  was  inaugurated  in  1954, 
and  consequently  has  only  recently  started  its  work.  It  decided  to  con¬ 
centrate  its  initial  efforts  on  co-ordinating  and  extending  the  work  for 
old  people. 

As  a  preliminary,  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the  work  already 
being  done  in  the  Borough  was  prepared.  It  appeared  that  the  greatest 
single  step  that  could  be  taken  would  be  to  relieve  the  loneliness  of  old 
people  who  live  by  themselves  and  have  little  opportunity  of  outside  con¬ 
tacts.  A  list  has  been  compiled  of  volunteers  who'  offer  to  pay  regular 
weekly  visits,  each  to  some  old  person  who  desires  it,  and  in  general,  to 
act  as  a  friend.  This  service,  has  already  proved  very  successful  in 
bringing  happiness  to  a  number  of  otherwise  lonely  folk  ,and  the  visitors 
have  repeatedly  expressed  the  pleasure  they  themselves  have  found  in 
these  new  friendships. 

The  Council  expressed  gratitude  to  Dr.  Binks  for  his  advice  and 
help  before  his  retirement.  His  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  the  old  people  of  Stafford  live  and  his  ready 
co-operation  have  been  of  the  utmost  assistance  to  them  in  formulating 
their  policy. 

Four  other  voluntary  associations  actually  concern  themselves 
with  the  aged.  They  are  the  Stafford  Old  People’s  Welfare,  The  Darby 
and  Joan  Club,  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service.  There  are,  in  addition,  the  Pennycrofts  Residents’  Association 
and  the  Littleworth  Old  Pensioners  Club.  These  latter  are  local  to  their 
district  and  self  governed.  A  Foot  Clinic  has  recently  started  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  it  is  hoped  that  members  will  take 
advantage  of  this  service. 

Stafford  Home  Safety  Committee. 

The  above  organisation  is  carrying  out  active  propaganda  work. 
In  addition  to  talks  to  various  organisations  and  clubs,  the  Committee 
have  decided  to  conduct  four  campaigns  a  year,  each  concentrating  on 
some  aspect  of  Home  Safety. 

Family  Planning. 

The  Family  Planning  Clinic  hold  weekly  meetings  in  the  Nordi 
Walls  Welfare  Centre.  The  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Clinic  is  to-  offer 
all  married  people  sound  medical  advice. 
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Kesidential  Homes. 

“Fernleigh  Hostel,”  Marston  Road.  Those  who  need  care  and 
attention  can  be  accommodated  at  this  Hostel. 

“Wilford  House,”  (voluntary),  receives  members  o£  both  sexes 
—  there  are  14  beds  and  the  service  is  provided  for  by  the  Eventide 
liomes  Committee. 

“Westhorpe,”  also  provides  15  beds,  and  is  available  for  women 

only. 

Children’s  Homes. 

Rotherwood.  There  is  accommodation  for  32  children.  An 
addition  has  been  made  to  the  Home  by  the  provision  of  a  Residential 
Nursery  with  30  beds. 

Springfield  Children’s  Home.  Children  of  all  ages  are  accepted 
at  this  Home.  Thirty-six  children  are  provided  for. 

Maternity  Provision. 

The  Hospital  Board  provide  1 2  beds  at  Burton  House  Maternity 
Home  and  5  beds  at  Fernleigh  for  normal  maternity  cases.  There  are 
a  number  of  beds  at  the  General  Infirmary  for  complicated  cases. 

Clinics. 

Under  the  Local  Health  Authority: — 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  North  Walls. 

School  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road. 

Under  Local  Hospital  Authority: — 

Clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  held  at  the  General  Infirmary. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  General  Infirmary. 

Chest  Clinic,  Mill  Bank.  (Moved  to  Staffordshire  General 
Infirmary  on  the  14th  May,  1956). 

Hospitals. 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Foregate  Street.  In  all,  167 
beds  are  available  for  General  Surgery  and  Medical  cases  and  there  is 
also  a  Male  Fracture  Ward  with  16  beds. 

Fernleigh  Hostel,  Marston  Road.  On  the  hospital  side  there 
are  132  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  and  5  cots  for  children. 

St.  George’s  Hospital,  for  the  mental  sick,  which  includes  the 
premises  formerly  known  as  Coton  Hill,  provides  1,238  beds. 

Patients  are  also  referred  to-  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton, 
Manchester,  North  Staffs,  and  Stoke  Hospitals. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  and  during  the  year,  1,194  reports  were  received  at  this 
office. 


9 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  reported  among  the  popula¬ 
tion  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  who 
have  supplied  the  statistics  for  the  Borough. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1955 


School 

Primary 

Re-inforcing 

St.  Austins  . 

4 

11 

St.  Leonards  Avenue  . 

5 

13 

Forebridge  . . 

1 

— . 

Corporation  Street  Infants  . . . 

15 

37 

Littleworth  . 

7 

9 

Tenterbanks  . . . 

9 

22 

Holmcroft  . 

10 

26 

Stone  Road  . 

10 

12 

St.  Patricks  Junior  . 

4 

10 

Flash  Ley  . 

19 

38 

Silkmore  . . . 

14 

19 

Highfields  . 

10 

29 

Outside  Schools  . . . 

1 

1 

Welfare  Centre  . . . 

57 

10 

Private  Doctors  . . . . 

245 

64 

School  Clinic  . . . 

__ 

1 

TOTAL  . 

411 

302 

In  the  Borough  of  Stafford  there  have  been  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  during  the  last  four  years.  The  following  table  gives  an 
indication  of  our  state  of  Immunisation. 


Number  of  Children 

Number  of  babies  born 

Immunised 

during  preceding  year 

Primary 

Re-immunised 

minus  deaths  under  1  yr. 

1948  ... 

609 

265 

679 

1949  ... 

516 

286 

676 

1950  ... 

412 

259 

739 

1951  ... 

550 

528 

615 

1952  ... 

469 

482 

677 

1953  ... 

462 

212 

658 

1954  ... 

604 

571 

655 

1955  ... 

411 

302 

653 

To  obtain  some  idea  of  the  proportion  of  children  immunised, 
a  rough  and  ready  way  is  to  compare  the  number  of  primary  immunisa¬ 
tions  with  the  number  of  births  during  the  preceding  year,  who  sur¬ 
vived  that  year.  This  has  been  done  in  the  table  and  gives  a  percentage 
for  the  year  1955  of  63  immunised.  Looking  at  it  another  way,  from 
1947  to  1954,  there  were  5,352  babies  born,  and  from  1948  to  1955, 
there  were  4,033  primary  immunisations,  giving  a  percentage  of  75  and 
2,904  re-imrnunisations,  giving  a  percentage  of  54, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1955 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Forty-five  cases,  as  against  sixty  for  1954,  were  notified  during 
the  year.  No  death  occurred  and  in  two-  instances,  more  than  one  case 
occurred  in  one  family.  There  were  no  “return”  cases. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  reported,  two  of  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 


Erysipelas. 

One  case  only  was  notified. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  fourteen  notified  cases,  an  increase  of  one  over  1954. 
Food  Poisoning. 

Of  the  five  cases  notified,  two-  occurred  in  one  family.  Three 
adults  and  two  children  were  affected.  An  investigation  was  carried 
out  in  each  case  in  order  to-  try  to  determine  the  source  of  infection. 

Dysentery. 

During  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  an  epcdemic  broke  out  —  66 
cases  were  notified  — -  the  usual  practice  of  checking  up  on  all  members 
of  the  family  was  carried  out.  Cases  usually  cleared  up  in  four  to  six 
weeks  before  the  family  could  be  considered  free  from  infection.  These 
were  mainly  in  the  North  end  of  the  town.  The  outbreak  included  cases 
from  Riverside  Day  Nursery  and  from  the  Sandyford  Street  Nursery 
School. 


Cough. 

Only  seventeen  cases  were  notified  —  10  occurring  in  the  first 
three  months. 

Measles. 

Of  the  954  cases  notified,  as  against  17  last  year,  614  occurred 
in  April,  May  and  June.  Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  character.  One 
patient  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Of  the  three  cases  notified,  two  were  Paralytic  and  one  Non- 
Paralytic. 

The  first  was  a  boy  aged  six  —  a  Non-Paralytic  patient  —  he 
was  in  Hospital  for  four  weeks  before  being  discharged  home. 
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The  second  case,  a  girl  aged  five  —  Paralytic  —  was  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  for  three  months  and  removed  to  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
tor  further  treatment. 

The  third,  a  girl  aged  six,  a  Paralytic  case,  was  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  six  weeks  and  was  discharged  home. 

The  cases  occurred  in  July  and  August. 


Tuberculosis. 

Twenty-seven  cases  were  notified  —  eight  less  than  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  There  were  three  deaths. 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  who  is  employed  by  the 
County  Council,  has  done  good  work  in  following  up  contacts. 

The  Housing  Committee  have  given  sympathetic  consideration 
to  T.B.  patients  who  are  on  the  Housing  List. 


The  “Balance  Sheet”  for  the  Tuberculosis  Register  is  as  under: — 

1955 


On  Register  at  Jan.  ist ....  206 


Notifications  .  27 

Transfers  in  .  ii 


Deaths  , .  5* 

Recovered  .  25 

Transfers  out  .  18 

Left  District  address 

unknown  .  6 

On  Register  at  31st 

December  . 190 


244  244 


Includes  two  deaths  from  other  causes. 

Admissions  to,  and  discharges  from.  Institutions  were  notified 
as  follows: — 


Admissions  Discharges 


Groundslow  Sanatorium  .  9  3 

Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium,  Market  Drayton  i  - 

Fernleigh  Hospital  .  i 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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Public  Health  Propaganda. 

The  Press  have  again  taken  advantage  of  remarks  at  Council 
Meetings  when  matters  of  Public  Health  have  required  publicity.  Posters 
have  been  used  to  bring  matters  of  interest  before  the  public  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Department  staff  have  given  talks  to-  Voluntary  bodies  on 
many  aspects  of  their  work. 

Posters  regarding  Venereal  Disease  have  been  sent  to*  Doctors 
for  display  in  their  Surgeries,  and  to  Factories  to  be  put  on  Notice 
Boards  in  their  restrooms,  etc. 

Leaflets  on  “Clean  Foods,”  “Catering,”  etc.,  have  been  available 
on  request  to  shop  keepers. 

Royal  Brine  Baths. 

The  Baths  Superintendent  has  supplied  the  following  report  on 
the  activities  at  the  Baths  during  the  year: — 

“The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Royal  Brine  Baths  continues 
to  maintain  a  very  high  level. 

During  the  year,  the  following  attendances  were  made: — 


Swimming  (Fresh  water)  .  68,826 

School  Swimming . i .  47,752 

Private  Warm  Baths .  22,530 

Brine  Swim  . > . 5,050 

Private  Brine  Swim  .  4j3^9 

Lessons  . 1 .  06^^ 


The  Hospital  still  continues  to  send  an  ever-increasing  number 
of  patients  for  private  brine  swims.  A  large  party  attend  on  Friday  after¬ 
noons  for  remedial  exercises  under  the  Hospitals  own  Physiotherapist. 
School  swimming  still  continues  to  represent  a  large  percentage  of  the 
total  swimmers.” 

Ambulances. 

The  Ambulance  Service,  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council,  has  met  the  needs  of  the  Borough  throughout  the  year. 

Mortuary. 

Bodies  were  received  at  the  Borough  Mortuary  as  follows: — 


Borough  residents  . 1 .  45 

Non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough  .  2 

Brought  in  from  outside  the  Borough  . .  19 

Non-civilians  . .  - 


Post-mortem  examinations 


66 

49 
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Road  Accidents. 

Figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Road  Safety 
Cornmittee  of  the  Borough  Council,  as  follows: — 

Seriously  Slightly 

Killed  injured  injured 


1951  . .  4  29  133 

1952  .  2  45  151 

1953  .  5  48  125 

1954  .  3  34  173 

1955  .  3  57  161 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  6  houses  which  have  their  own  wells,  all 
houses  are  on  the  main  water  supply,  which  is  derived  from  the  bore 
holes  at  Milford  and  Shugborough.  The  water  has  maintained  its 
quality. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  furnished  the  following  information 
on  the  Town  Water  Supply: — 

“For  the  year  ending  the  31st  March,  1956,  the  total  water 
consumption  amounted  to  903  million  gallons,  an  increase  of  57  million 
gallons  on  the  previous  year.  This  represents  22.71  and  26.66  (total 
49.37)  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  domestic  and  trade  purposes  respec¬ 
tively. 

The  population  supplied  by  the  Undertaking  (April,  1956)  is 

52,000. 

The  considerable  increase  in  consumption  during  the  past  12 
months,  which  represents  the  highest  annual  increase  since  1950,  was 
due  to  the  hne  summer  of  1955,  the  continuing  housing  programme,  and 
the  additional  demands  from  industry,  particularly  heavy  electrical 
engineering. 

It  should  be  noted  that  trade  consumption  in  Stafford  exceeds 
domestic  consumption  by  approximately  4  gallons  per  head  per  day, 
whereas  normally,  trade  consumption  is  only  30%  to  50,%  of  the  corres¬ 
ponding  domestic  figures. 

The  New  Pumping  Station  has  continued  to  operate  very  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  past  12  months  and  the  output  of  this  site  has  been 
considerably  increased.” 

1 9  water  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  investigation  and 
1 1  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

Bacteriological  reports  from  the  old  and  new  wells  at  Milford, 
the  well  at  Shugborough  and  the  mains  in  the  town,  did  not  reveal  any 
Coliform  bacilli. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


SAMPLE  FROM 

MB  II  H  1 

Town 

December 

Quarter 

Milford 
Old  Well 

June 
Quarter 
Parts  per 

Shug- 

borough 

Well 

December 

Quarter 

100,000 

Milford 
New  Well 

December 

Quarter 

pH  Value  . 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at 

7.4 

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

212°F  . 

33.0 

66.5 

22.0 

40.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Nil. 

0.0008 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Albuminoid  . 

0.0004 

0.0016 

0.0004 

0.0016 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0.25 

0.42 

0.35 

0.25 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  .. 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at 

7.60 

11.4 

3.30 

8.70 

SOT  . 

0.016 

0.038 

0.008 

0.016 

Appearance  . 

Clear. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Minute 

Minute 

Minute 

Minute 

trace  of 

trace  of 

trace  of 

trace  of 

suspended 

suspended 

suspended 

suspended 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamina- 

matter. 

matter. 

matter. 

matter. 

tion  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  Hardness  . 

Apx.  13.2° 

22.8° 

Apx.  9.8° 

Apx.  18.5° 

Permanent  Hardness  . 

‘Apx.  8.6° 

14.0° 

Apx.  6.6° 

Apx.  10.7° 

Temporary  Hardness  . 

Apx.  4.6° 

'  8.8° 

Apx.  3.2° 

Apx.  7.8° 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Additions  to  surface  and  foul  water  sew^ers  have  been  con¬ 
structed  as  follows: — 

Surface  Water  Sewers. 

3,259  lineal  yards  at  Rickerscote,  Newport  Road, 
Whittinghams,  Wimpeys  and  Gnu  housing  estates. 

Foul  Water  Sewers. 

3,429  lineal  yards  at  Rickerscote  Avenue,  Main  Drain¬ 
age,  Whittinghams,  Wimpeys  and  Gnu  housing  estates. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Borough  Engineer  advises  me  that  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  are  almost  complete,  the  erection  of  the  various  specialist 
machinery  now  proceeding,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Works  will  be 
ready  to  commence  operation  in  the  Summer  of  1956. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Industrial  Smoke. 

Although  a  great  deal  has  been  done  in  Stafford  to  minimise  the 
emission  in  the  volume  of  smoke  from  industrial  plants,  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement.  The  periodic  dense  emissions  which  do'  occur 
are  often  the  result  of  inefficient  stoking. 
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In  anticipation  ol  the  Clean  Air  Bill,  a  suggestion  was  made  tO' 
the  appropriate  Committee  that  all  houses,  during  construction,  should 
be  provided  with  gas  ignition  points  to  fireplaces.  This  provision,  if  not 
an  immediate  necessity,  would  be  sO'  in  the  future  when  it  is  anticipated 
that  smokeless  types  of  solid  fuels  would  be  the  only  solid  fuel  available 
for  domestic  use. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  tabular  statement  below  contains  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  with  the  number  of  notices 
served  and  the  result  of  such  notices. 


No.  of  Notices 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Informal  1 

Statutory 

2 

Complied  with 

1 

1 

i 

2 

Repairs  to  dwelling  houses 

1655 

1 

207 

12 

180 

12 

Verminous  Houses  . . . 

8 

— 

« 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  . 

89 

48 

2 

40 

2 

House  Drainage  defects  ... 

364 

50 

4 

49 

4 

Receptacles  for  house 
refuse  . 

1127 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ... 

12 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  supply  . 

19 

2 

1 

— 

Factories,  including  bake¬ 
houses  and  food  preparing 
premises  . . 

270 

15 

15 

Cinemas  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  . 

1174 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  where  food  is  sold 

432 

36 

— 

30 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

47 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Offensive  Trg,des  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  . 

13 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Piggeries,  etc . 

61 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Market  . 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Shops  . 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cafes  and  Canteens  . 

48 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Public  Houses  . 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  ... 

250 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  observatlgns  . 

81 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Other  nuisances  . 

79 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Rehousing  of  Families  . 

471 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caravans  . 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  Tips  . 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Shops  . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  (Improvement 
Grants)  . 

399 

— 

— 

Number  of  food  samples 
purchased  for  analysis  ... 

416 

— 

Shops  Act  Sanltajy 

Accomodation  . 

98 

9 

— 

8 

— 
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Factory  Act,  1937. 


I.  ~  INSPECTIONS 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,  2,3,4  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties. 

17 

13 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

152 

144 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority,  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises). 

44 

95 

4 

Tatal 

213 

252 

15 

— 

2.  —  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  found 

No.  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

7 

5 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive  ... 

8 

6 

— 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexQs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces  relating  to  Outwork). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

15 

11 

— 

1 

— 

Homework  Section  iio(i)  (c)  Factory  Act,  1937.  The  number 
of  outworkers  engaged  in  the  making,  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel  is  8. 
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closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  538  waste  water  closets  in  the  Borough 
iind  28  pail  closets. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  during  the  year 
was  27,  and  a  grant  of  50s.  tO'  encourage  owners  of  property  to  abolish 
this  type  of  obsolete  and  insanitary  closet  was  available. 

Complaints  were  received  at  the  office  regarding  1,094  foul 
water  drain  obstructions.  The  drains  were  cleared  by  Corporation 
Workmen  and  in  doing  the  necessary  work  3,540  houses  were  affected. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Engineer. 
The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  keeping  the 
refuse  tips  free  from  infestation  by  rats.  Treatment  with  Gammexane 
powder  proved  to  be  most  effective  in  preventing  nuisances  caused  by 
flies,  crickets,  etc. 

Dustbins. 

Replacement  of  worn  out  dustbins  for  household  refuse  under 
a  scheme  approved  by  the  Corporation  in  1950,  is  still  being  carried  out, 
and  for  the  year  under  review,  1,164  dustbins  were  issued. 

Byelaws  as  to  the  Keeping  of  Pigs. 

The  enforcement  of  the  byelaws  has  been  carried  out  by  advice 
and  guidance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  without  any  legal  action  being 
necessary. 

Disinfection  of  Houses. 

Corporation  and  private  houses  numbering  22  have  been  disin¬ 
fected  for  infectious  disease  and  where  tenants  have  moved  to  new  houses. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of 
their  inspections,  did  not  find  one  house  which  required  disinfestation  for 
vermin. 

Offensive  Trades. 

On  the  Register  is  one  offensive  trade  which  is  a  Gut  Scraper 
and  these  premises  are  within  the  curtilage  of  a  semi-public  slaughter¬ 
house. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  are  five  Pet  Shops  to  which  licences  have  been  granted. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  the  Authorised  Pest  Officer 
is  assisted  by  a  Pest  Operator.  The  number  of  premises  treated  during 
the  year  were  as  follows: — 
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Local  Authority 
Properties 

Rats  Mice 

Business 

Premises 

Rats  Mice 

Dwelling 

houses 

Rats  Mice 

Total 

Premises 

Number 

treated 

24 

3 

34 

23 

351 

25 

460 

Visits 

. 

122 

5 

156 

44 

698 

50 

1075 

The  amount  of  poison  bait  eaten  by  rats  and  mice  was  approxi¬ 
mately  6  cwts,  21  lbs.,  and  7  lbs.  of  gassing  powder  was  also  used  for  the 
destruction  of  rats. 


HOUSING 

The  Public  Health  Department,  which  initiates  progress  in  Slum 
Clearance  and  the  general  improvements  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
town,  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  in  1955.  Your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  was  most  anxious  for  a  start  to^  be  made  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  suggested  re-development  area  in  the  North  end  of  the 
town;  dwellings  for  old  age  pensioners,  and  also  for  modernisation  of 
the  older  type  of  corporation-owned  houses. 

During  the  year,  two  Public  Inquiries  were  held  by  the  Ministry 
o^  Housing  and  Local  Government,  (i)  Grey  Friars  Place  and  Grey 
Friars  which  consisted  of  30  houses,  2  business  premises  and  one  com¬ 
bined  business  and  dwelling  house;  (2)  Stafford  Street  which  consisted 
o^  eleven  houses. 

Three  areas,  mentioned  below,  were  represented  to  the  Housing 
(Development)  Committee  for  consideration: — 

1 19  to  121,  Lichfield  Road. 

21  to  25,  Broad  Eye. 

46  to  54,  Tenter  Banks. 


With  regard  to  the  Lichfield  Road  .and  Broad  Eye  houses,  the 
Minister  of  Plousing  and  Local  Government  has  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  without  amendmient.  Three  houses  — •  40,  Weeping  Cross,  155 
and  156,  Weston  Road,  were  also'  represented  as  unfit  under  Section  ii 
of  the  blousing  Act  and  Demolition  Notices  have  been  served. 
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The  following  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  were  demolished  dun 
ing  the  year: —  157  to  16 1,  North  Walls;  i  to  13  and  15,  Clarkes  Court 
(19  houses);  i  to  3,  Pilgrim  Place  and  9  to  ii,  Pilgrim  Street  (6  houses). 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  Informal  Notices  under  the 
Housing  Acts  were: — 

22  and  23,  Foregate  Street. 

57,  58  and  59,  Foregate  Street. 

I,  Sash  Street. 

170,  Marston  Road. 

Houses  closed  as  a  result  of  Informal  Action  were:— 

10,  Mill  Street. 

3,  Beeches  Court. 

182,  North  Walls. 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  Part  IL 

Sections  23  —  26.  Repairs  Increase. 

Five  applications  for  certificates  were  granted  and  of  these  the 
Local  Authority  revoked  two-. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  made  responsible  for  sub¬ 
mitting  to  the  Housing  (Management)  Committee  applications  for  grants 
towards  improvements. 

Advice  and  the  procedure  for  obtaining  a  grant  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  to  property,  is  given  to  prospective  applicants.  This  has  taken  up 
a  considerable  amount  of  time  of  the  Health  Department  staff  as  the  pro¬ 
posed  improvement  must  be  inspected,  often  a  builder  is  interviewed  and 
the  contractors  estimate  is  checked  as  being  reasonable  before  being  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Committee. 

During  the  year  there  were  62  applications  received,  29  improve¬ 
ments  were  completed  of  which  28  were  for  the  provision  of  a  bath 
room,  an  internal  water  closet  where  previously  none  existed  and  one 
building  originally  a  coach-house  was  converted  into  an  additional 
living  room  tQ'  the  adjoining  cottage. 
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Moveable  Dwellings. 


Eight  applications  for  licences  were  received  and  granted,  to 
site  trailer  caravans  for  a  limited  period. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  are  gradually  decreasing  and  it  is 
hoped  that  trailer  caravans  as  permanent  dwellings  for  a  family  unit, 
will  soon,  as  a  means  of  accommodation  within  the  Borough,  be 
unnecessary. 

Housing. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Higson, 
the  Borough  Surveyor. 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BETWEEN  1.1.55  to  31.12.55. 


Cxirporation  Elouses  .  337 

Other  Houses  . ■, .  53 


HOUSES  IN  COURSE  OF  ERECTION  31.12.55. 


Corporation  Houses  i .  188 

Other  houses  .  159 


347 


HOUSES  ERECTED  FROM  1945  TO  THE  END  OF  1955. 


Corporation  Houses. 

Permanent  . 

Temporary  . ^ 

Other  houses  . 


2,222 

225 

637 


3,084 


The  Housing  Manager  has  supplied  the  following  table  of 
applicants  for  houses  —  included  in  the  table  are  many  applicants  who 
reside  outside  the  Borough. 
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HOUSE  LETTING  —  REVIEW  OF  APPLICATIONS 
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Total  Householders  Total  Lodgers  Grand  Total 

722  575  1297 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  following  premises  are  registered: — 

Preparation  of  sausages,  etc .  24 

Manufacture  of  ice  cream  . 7 

Sale  of  ice  cream  in  pre-packed  containers  .  94 

Fish  Frying  .  23 


Shops  which  are  visited  to  which  Section  13  applies: — 

General  81;  Grocers  53;  Greengrocers  13;  Butchers  39;  Fish¬ 
mongers  ii;  Confectioners  14;  Sweet  Shops  18;  Cafes  19. 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Slaughtering  Facilities. 

There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough, 
Messrs.  Rowlands  and  the  Stafford  and  Stone  Co-operative  Society. 

Messrs.  Rowlands  premises  are  of  a  semi-public  type,  as  they 
make  provision  for  butchers  from  other  districts  as  well  as  for  those  at 
Stafford. 


The  table  on  page  26  gives  analysis  of  post-mortems  of  all 
animals  slaughtered. 

Slaughtering  is  done  outside  office  hours  even  on  Sundays,  when 
dressed  carcases  must  be  inspected.  During  the  year,  the  inspector  paid 
1,174  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses  with  additional  duties  entrusted  to 
him  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Cysticercosis  was  found  in  17  Bovine  animals. 

There  were  2,743  livers  from  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  which  are 
not  included  in  the  following  table,  1,529  of  which  were  affected  with 
distomatosis. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned: —  29  tons,  4  cwts.  103  lbs. 
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CARCASES  RECEIVED,  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

L.ambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . *  . 

4846 

1335 

529 

14298 

! 

16250 

Number  inspected  . 

4846 

1335 

529 

14298 

16250 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

4 

10 

18 

43 

Portions  of  carcases  with 
organs  . 

53 

4 

1 

4 

64 

Organs  only  . 

44 

2 

1 

26 

353 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

4.1 

.75 

2.25 

.33 

2.8 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

6 

— 

■ — 

7 

Portions  of  carcases  with 
organs  . 

103 

103 

— 

— 

342 

Organs  only  . . . 

101 

140 

— 

— 

68 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 

4.2 

18.2 

— 

— 

2.56 

Certificatesi  were  issued  confirming  the  unfitness  of  foods  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Department  by  Provision  Merchants  in  the  town.  The 
items  were: —  4  lbs.  prunes;  424  tins  of  tomatoes;  466  tins  of  fruit;  15 
cans  of  fruit  juice;  2  tins  of  syrup;  183  tins  of  meat;  2  cwts.  89^4  lbs. 
of  cheese;  i  cwt.  rolled  oats;  3  cwts.  27^  lbs.  of  sausage;  16  meat  pies; 
49  lbs.  of  chicken;  23^4  lbs.  of  ham;  26  lbs.  black  pudding;  12  tins  of 
soup;  19  tins  of  milk;  i  tin  of  cream;  21  lbs.  butter  beans;  56  lbs. 
haricott  beans;  161  tins  of  vegetables;  31  tins  of  fish;  4  dozen  fish  cakes; 
14^2  stone  of  fish;  4  tins  of  coffee;  i  tin  baby  food;  i  tin  and  12  jars 
of  jam;  i  lbs.  of  tea;  ii  jellies;  20  sponge  mixtures;  6  tins  of  frozen 
eggs;  14  lbs.  of  flour;  3  jars  of  meat  paste. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRY  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950 
Specification  of  Areas. 

The  Borough  of  Stafford  became  a  Specified  Area  in  relation 
to  milk  sold  within  the  Borough  on  the  ist  October,  1954,  and  from 
the  appointed  date  it  was  obligatory  that  all  milk  sold  by  retail  be  either 
heat  treated  (pasteurised  and  sterilised)  or  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

This  order  decrees  that  only  two  classes  of  milk  can  now  be 
retailed  —  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Heat  Treated,”  both  to  be  sold 
iu  sealed  bottles  or  in  similar  containers 

The  milk  is  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  testing  for  adul¬ 
teration  or  deficiency  in  fat  or  solids  not  fat.  It  is  also'  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  to  test  whether  it  has  been  satisfactorily 
pasteurised  or  sterilised,  also  as  to  its  keeping  qualities  and  whether  free 
from  harmful  organisms.  From  the  public  health  aspect  it  was  a  happy 
occasion  when  Stafford  was  made  a  “Specified  Area.” 

It  is  regrettable  that  certain  sections  of  the  public  are  by  no 
means  helpful  in  returning  empty  milk  bottles  to  their  retailers  in 
satisfactory  condition.  Milk  bottles,  when  emptied,  should  immediately 
be  rinsed  in  cold  water  for  collection  by  the  milkman. 

When  it  is  realised  that  at  least  36,000  bottles  of  pasteurised 
milk  are  sold  daily  and  that  one  of  our  dairies  requires  220  replacements 
daily,  it  is  of  some  concern  to  the  trade  that  care  must  be  taken  in 
returning  bottles  to  them  which  are  clean  and  that  no  harmful  materials 
are  placed  in  these  bottles. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Registered  Dairy  with  Pasteurising  Plant  .  i 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences  for  the 
sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  . . .  8 


Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 
for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  .  7 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences  for  the 

sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . s...  19 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences  for  the 

sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . . .  24 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences  to  use 
designatiecL,  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  ...  17 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 

for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . j .  10 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 

for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  .  8 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 
to  use  designated- Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  9 
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SAMPLING  OF  FOODS. 

In  October,  1954,  the  Borough  assumed  in  full  the  responsibility 
of  a  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Official  arrangements  have  been  made  for,  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough. 

Samples  of  143  milk  and  73  various  foods-  exposed  for  sale, 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  period  ist  January  to  31st 
Decenaber. 

Of  the  143  milk  samples,  all  proved  genuine.  Three  of  the 
general  food  samples  proved  to  be  not  up  to  standard. 

Sample  No.  27  contained  0.5  part  per  million  of  lead,  whereas 
suggested  maximum  limit  is  0.2  per  million.  The  wholesalers  were 
no-'.ified  and  a  further  sample  submitted  contained  o.i  parts  per  million 
of  lead. 

Sample  No.  85  proved  that  the  fat  was  rancid  and  as  a  result 
the  remainder  of  the  stock  held  by  the  retailer  was  withdrawn  from 
sale.  ' 

Sample  No.  96.  This  sample  was  reported  to  have  a  sour 
taste  due  to  overlong  storage.  The  remainder  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
retailer  was  surrendered  for  destruction. 

The  foods  submitted  were  as  follows: — 

Cooking  Oil  (i);  Cod  Liver  Oil  (i);  Sponge  Mixture  (2); 
Orange  Drink  (3);  Jam  (i);  Fish  Cakes  (i);  Dripping  (^i);  Pork  Roll 
(i);  Meat  Paste  (i);  Lemon  Curd  (i);  Pork  Sausage  (5);  Beef  Sausage 
fi);  Crab  Meat  (2);  Blancmange  Powder  (i);  Salami  Sausage  (i); 
Salmon  (i);  Semolina  (i);  Cooking  Crumbs  (i);  Vinegar  (2);  Honey 

(1) ;  Tea  (i);  Cough  Elixir  (2);  Ground  Almonds  (i);  Ice  Cream  (10); 
Parsley  and  Thyme  (i);  Lemon  Juice  (i);  Lard  (i);  Crayfish  (i); 
Cake  Mix  (i);  Pearl  Barley  (i);  Double  Cream  (i);  Butter  (2);  Flour 

(2) ;  Kraft  Spread  (i);  Dried  Fruit  (i);  Coffee  (i);  Peanut  Butter  (i); 
Sunny  Spread  (i);  Iced  Lollies  (i);  Beef  Broth  (i);  Pineapple  Con¬ 
serve  (i);  Minced  Chicken  (i);  Pudding  Mixture  (i);  Chicken 
Chicklets  (i);  Milk  Chocolate  (i);  Custard  Powder  (i);  Jelly  (i); 
Icing  Sugar  (i);  Marzipan  (i);  Potato^  Salad  (i);  Blackcurrant  Tart 
(i);  Blackcurrants  ( I ). 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratorv  Service,  Stafford, 
for  either  bacteriological  or  biological  tests  were: — 

159  milk  samples;  4  confectionery  cream;  12  double  cream; 
24  ice  cream  and  i  sample  of  ice  lolly.  The  samples  of  the  double 
cream  submitted  were  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Health  Committee, 
satisfactory.  The  matter  was  considered  most  carefully  and  various 
proposals  suggested,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  most  en¬ 
couraging  improvements  have  been  effect^td. 
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<^It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  that  13  samples  of  milk 
failed  tne  Methylene  Blue  Test,  this  was  the  result  of  the  recorded  high 
shade  temperature  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 


Designation 

No.  of 
samples 
taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 
Methylene 
Blue  test 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

19 

16 

3 

13 

— 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

20 

18 

2 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  . 

103 

95 

8 

— 

— 

Sterilised  . 

17 

17 

— 

— 

— 

159 

146 

13 

13 

LABORATORY  REPORTS  ON  ICE  CREAM. 

The  list  below  indicates  the  grades  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the 

district. 

The  maker  of  ice  cream  where  sample  proved  Grade  4,  was 
interviewed  and  further  samples  showed  improvement. 


Heat  Treated 

Grade  i 

10 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Cold  Mix 

8 

5 

— 

I 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken 
from  Retailers  who  distribute  milk  within  the  Borough. 


NUMBER 

RETAILERS  OF  TUBERCULIN  TESTED  MILK 

Milk  from  own  Cows  . 

11 

Milk  from  Cows  of  other  producers  . 

8 

RETAILERS 

Retailers  receiving  milk  from  licensed  Pasteurised  Plant 
which  is  within  the  Borough  . 

72 

Retailers  receiving  milk  from  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised 
Plants  outside  the  Borough  . 

68 
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Table  i.  —  Births  and  Stillbirths 


Year 

STAFFORD 

BOROUGH 

Birth 

Rate  for 
England  and 
Wales 

Total 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

1946 

685 

19.4 

26 

36 

21.3 

1947 

703 

19.7 

19 

26 

22.2 

1948 

686 

18.2 

23 

32 

19.2 

1949 

755 

19.5 

17 

22 

18.0 

1950 

638 

15.9 

17 

25 

16.8 

1951 

701 

17.4 

19 

20 

16.7 

1952 

674 

16.54 

9 

13 

15.5 

1953 

672 

16.5 

17 

24 

15.7 

1954 

674 

16.46 

20 

28 

15.04 

1955 

627 

15.18 

17 

26 

15.0 

Table  2.  —  Infant  mortality  for  1955  and  previous  nine  years 


Year 

Live 

Births 

Under  one  month 

Under  one  year 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  births 

1946 

685 

19 

29 

30 

47 

1947 

703 

14 

19 

24 

34 

1948 

686 

11 

16 

19 

27 

1949 

755 

11 

14 

16 

21 

1950 

638 

6 

9 

13 

20 

1951 

701 

16 

22.8 

24 

34.2 

1952 

674 

12 

r7.8 

16 

23.7 

1953 

672 

9 

13.4 

17 

25.3 

1954 

674 

12 

17.8 

21 

31.16 

1955 

627 

14 

15.18 

20 

33.3 

30 


Table  4. 


Registrar-GeneraPs  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

3 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

5 

4 

1 

Measles  . 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

1  20 

19 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  . 

9 

6 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  . 

9 

— 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus  . 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  . 

33 

19 

14 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

1 

Diabetes  . 

2 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

69 

24 

45 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

67 

47 

20 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

9 

6 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

140 

60 

80 

Other  circulatory  Diseases  . 

17 

9 

8 

Influenza  . 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

15 

9 

6 

Bronchitis  . 

20 

18 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

3 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

5 

3 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

5 

3 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

7 

7 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

2 

1 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations  . 

6 

3 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

40 

15 

25 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . 

5 

5 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

15 

6 

9 

Suicide  . 

6 

4 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

1 

1 

■■  ■  ■■ 

Total  Deaths 

522 

279 

243 

Ward  distribution  o£  deaths: — 

North  150;  South  67;  East  82;  West  179;  Baswich  44. 
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